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2 
THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in April 1968 to protect and improve the 
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. 	The town has a long 
history and a unique architectural heritage, and represents a trust 
placed for the time being in the hands of our generation. 	It should 
be our concern to ensure that such contributions as we in our turn 
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 
The strength of such a society lies in the extent to which it can be 
seen to represent public opinion: the larger its membership the 
greater its influence will be. 

The Society arranges regular meetings for talks, discussions and 
films and produces a Bulletin of its news and articles of local in-
terest three times a year. 	In May 1969 it produced a special report 
on the High Street Conservation Area which has been well received as 
the basis for formulating future policy, 	It has also been very act- 
ive in making representations to the local authorities on planning 
matters. 	In 1972  it held a Local History Exhibition. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The subscription is 50 n,p. a year (additional members in the 
same family 25 n,p.) to be renewed on 1 January every year, except by 
those joining at or after the A.G.M. in the previous year. 	If sub- 
scriptions have not been received by 31 January reminders will be 
sent. 	If they have still not been received by 28 February a final 
reminder will be sent in May instead of the Bulletin. If there is 
still no response membership will be cancelled. 	Subscriptions 
should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. 

The Society is registered as a charity. 	A copy of its constit- 
ution is available on request to the Secretaries or Treasurer. 

PRESIDENT 	I.D.MARGARY, M.A., F.S.A. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	B.C.THOMPSON, Nenthorne East, Ashurst Wood, E.Grinstead 
Vice-Chairman 
Treasurer 	R.G.COOPER, Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead 
Secretaries 	Mr & Mrs S,W.Rudel, Peredur Home School, East Grinstead 

R .H.ADDERLEY; Brig.G.W.FELLOWS, M.B CE.; Mrs. K. INGWERSEN; S.F.  
KN01LES, B.A.; M,J.LEPPARD, M.A.; C.LEWIS; S.PAGE, RI,B,A.; Coun-
cillor E,C,RUSHMAN; P.D.WOOD. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Matter for the Bulletin should be sent to Mr M.J0Leppard, 
Brighton, Hove & Sussex Grammar School, Dyke Road, Hove, BN3 6EG. 

Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor and officers. 
Opinions expressed in signed articles are not necessarily those of 
anyone but their authors. 

Back numbers of the Bulletins, High Street Report and Local His-
tory Exhibition Souvenir Programme (io n,p. each) and an Index to the 
first ten Bulletins and Report (5 n.p.) may be obtained from Mr Lep-
pard (address above), as available, plus cost of postage. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Applications for membership, subscriptions and notice of change 
of address should be sent to the Treasurer. 	Suggestions for the 
Society's activities and all other correspondence should be sent to 
the Secretaries, from whom may be obtained details of the Society's 
current programme and a brochure describing its objects and including 
an application form for membership. 
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Our fifth anniversary finds the Society more active than ever, 
as all that follows demonstrates, with a good chance of making a 
real impact and being of real service with its Exhibition and its 
Tree Survey. 	But it cannot be emphasised too much that we shall 
only manage to achieve our aims with the full support of all our 
members: yet only a fifth of the membership took any part in last 
year's exhibition, and those whom it brought in have been balanced 
by the numbers who have not renewed their subscriptions. 	When it 
is realised that the postage on sending you this Bulletin uses up 
the subscriptions of ten members and another ten pay for its pro-
duction (at a nominal charge) then it is evident that for financial 
reasons alone we must recruit new members. 	How much more must we 
do so to be able to speak and act effectively on behalf of the 
20,000 people who live in the town and on its borders? 	Our 'cred- 
ibility' is at stake, and with it our future. 

MEETINGS 

FORTHCOMING LOCAL GOVERNMENT CHANGES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS were 
competently reviewed on 7 February by Mr H,C.Jones and Mr H.V Owen, 
clerk and treasurer to the U.D.C.There was no lack of questions. 

THE CRAWLEY/GATWICK SUB-REGIONAL STUDY meeting, under our auspices, 
took place on 28 February: a very polished performance and sincere 
answers to heartfelt 'points' from the floor,. The Committee held 
a special (and lengthy) meeting on 7 March to decide our attitude: 
see the statement on p13 

THE COMMITTEE met on 21 February and 28 March also. Next meeting: 
6 June. 

NEXT MEETING;-,a 'talk-in' on THE BYPASS, 23 May: see p.9 ,  

ACTIVITIES 

EXHIBITION, 23-28 July, and SUMMER OUTING, 18 August: see p9. 

TREES: proposed Report and Autumn Meeting: see p7. 

PLANNING REPRESENTATIONS: Letters have been written enquiring 
about the future of the Post Office and the responsibility for the 
land at the top of Frampost Hollow opposite the drive to Standen 
which is used as an unofficial rubbish dump. 	We have been unable 
to do anything about the demolition of Zion Manse or the design for 
the hall which is to replace it. 

REMINISCENCES: It is hoped to issue a first selection of reminisc-
ences received as a result of our appeal later in the year. It is 
not too late for the Editor to receive others. 

THIS BULLETIN may look a little different from earlier ones because 
it is now produced by an offset litho machine instead of ordinary 
duplicating. 	Thanks again to the local firm which allows us the 
use of its equipment and to its employees for giving up some of 
their spare time. 

THE NEXT BULLETIN should appear in September. All contributions 
to the Editor at Brighton, Hove & Sussex Grammar School by 18 July. 

MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP is now 196, all fully paid up. 	This Bulletin is not 
being sent to those whose subscriptions have not been renewed. 



MEMBERS: PAGE 

TO KILL OR CURE? Some Ill-Mannered Thoughts 

At College we were educated in the shadow of Jane Jacobs, Gordon 
Cullen and Roy Worskett; human values, environment and townscape were 
taught as primary virtues of architecture. 	Interpretations of new 
architectural thought were predominantly indicators that the 'new 
brutalism' of modern architecture was discredited or at least super-
seded. 

Having said that, the sad sight of another attractive country 
market town vanishing inexorably under dull, mismanaged, unimaginat-
ive planning permissions is enough to drive me to the bulldozer as a 
means of self-expression. 

A conservation museum is a worthless white elephant when sur-
rounded by the banal values of comfortable subtopia. 

The amenity movement was the medicine, your medicine for impro-
ing your environment. As it cures little or nothing in East Grin-
stead can we assume it will kill everything instead? 

S. PAGE 
OUR 'IMAGE' (Mrs. Wood's letter, last Bulletin) 

My concern was: how many of the senior young people of this town 
visited the Exhibition, the thinking teenagers and early 20s with a 
real desire to enquire what would interest them and possibly attract 
them to a new local activity? 	I am open to correction but I fear 
they were a low percentage of visitors, yet surely they are the types 
and ages which our Society needs to interest, recruit and retain? 
It is no crime to be old (as I am) or described as old or take inter-
est in old things but if our Society wishes to become a vital force 
(as in certain instances it has already proved itself) then we should 
seriously study what appeal exists or should be made to exist to 
youth. Experience with other associations has taught me that, un-
less there is evidence of natural or cultivated growth in youthful 
membership, results achieved by older members can lapse and perhaps 
lose continuity of purpose because of failure to pass on responsibil-
ity to interested, willing and dynamic young citizens. 	Mrs Wood's 
final questions are worthy of further consideration: Was there fail- 
ure to identify the Exhibition with the Society? 	Is the Society's 
name too non-committal? 

C .W.LEWIS 

Letters on the CRAWLEY/GATWICK SUB-REGIONAL STUDY on PP-13f. 

CHILDREN'S LORE: 	Mrs A.M.Leppard adds the following rhyme to the 
games published in our last Bulletin: 

I dreamt that I died 	 When I said 'Ashurst Wood' 
And to Heaven did go; 	 St Peter did stare 
The place that I came from 	And said, 'Step in quick, 
They wanted to know. 	 You're the first one from there' 

Mr R.W.Cheal recalls that the sentence 'Young Penfold would pull 
Streeter's beard' used to be the children's version of the names of 
the London Road shopkeepers at the end of Moat Road, Messrs Young, 
Penfold, Wood, Poole, Streeter and Beard. 

APPEALS: Mr C.W.Goolden, Top End, Felcourt, would like to know what 
happened to the local collection of the late LESLIE WOOD. Mr E.C. 
Byford, Broadstone, Park Road, Forest Row, is doing some research on 
the history of KIDBPOOKE (Michael Hall School) and would be glad of 
any information on its history. 

OUR COVER PICTURE is an extract from Budgen's pioneering 1724  map of 
Sussex to a scale of j" to a mile. 	Note the accurate and informat- 
ive detail, including the town plan. 	The asterisk indicates a mar- 
ket town0 



ESTC OTS 

by R.H.Wood 

w E 

b 	C 	d 	e 	f 

By the kindness of Mr and Mrs Finlay-Mulligan it was possible 
to examine this house in Januay. 	The attempt to determine its 
order of development provided an interesting exercise. 	The line 
drawing above shows that the main building lies east-west and that 
it is framed in five bays (a-f). 	An addition centred on b projects 
northward. 	The bay divisions co-incide with such main posts as re- 
main visible. 	The structure has suffered considerable change. 

Bays de and ef can best be considered together. 	In de the 
roof members are an undisturbed example of the crownpost type and 
are not sooted. 	A vacant mortice implies a former extension west- 
ward. 	On precedent it is likely that the roof of ef was once hip- 
ped. 	It had the same levels as de but is now raised and recon- 
structed. 	There is no evidence that simi lar roof framing extended 
eastward from d. 

The raftering of bays ab, bc and cd is a mixture of clean and 
sooted members. 	The blackened ones have been re-u.ed and turned 
upside down or sideways. 	Halving for dovetailed lap-joints shows 
that they were once coupled and exposed to smoke. 	This would occur 
in a smoke bay or open hail. 	The latter seems more likely since 
there are more blackened timbers than a smoke bay might require. 
Typologically bc and cd are most likely to have contained it. 

Bays de and ef are jettied and the 
ends of the protruding joists are covered 
by a moulded fascia beam (as at 30-32 High 
Street before destruction). 	I.C.Hannala 
suggested (Sussex Notes and Queries , vol.3 
(1930-1), pp.lLtLif.) thit this was once a 
church rood beam but it seems more likely 
that it was prepared ad hoc as suggested in 
the adjacent sketched section. 	It is too 
much concealed for precise measurement. 

The framing of the partition at d 
shows no evidence of weathering: so it has 
been adjoined and protected by some kind of 
structure. 

There is not space here for a fully detailed description. 	It 
might reasonably suggest the following order of events. 	A complete 
hail house stood here in the 15th century, of which ab is the site 
of the service bay and be and ad of the two bay hail. 	When the 
open hail was interfioored and a chimney inserted, perhaps in the 
last quarter of the 16th century, the west or solar end was rebuilt 
as bays de and ef in the present continuous jett;y. style. 	The nor- 
therly addition seems datable to the mid-17th century and was per-
haps made (and the main house improved) for divided occupation by 

different generations of the family. 



The name Estcote is ancient, possibly first attached to land 
only and not evidence of an earlier building. 	In a Hundred Roll of 
1285 in the tithing of Brembeltie there is reference to the 'relict' 
of Brun' de Estcot' . 	In documents of the next hundred years we 
meet other members of the family which took its name from the place. 

In 1564 Edward Goodwin bought Estcotes 
and in 1572 his name occurs among the bur-
gesses of East Grinstead in the grant of a 
seal to the Borough. 	By a patent of 12 
November 1597  arms were granted to his son 
John Goodwin of East Grinstead: Gules two 
bars Or between six lozenges Argent three 
two and one. 	Crest: an arm embowed habit- 
ed Or cuff Argent supporting with the hand 
proper a lozenge Or. 

When the writer was first concerned 
with the East Court estate more than 50 
years ago the farm bailiff lived in the 
house and his name was Goodwin. 

IETllft 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: There are some recollections of Estcots by the Rev. 
G.P.Crawfurd in the Sussex County Magazine, vol.6 (1932),  p.120 and 
an account of the house and its history by Viscountess Wolseley with 
five photographs on pp.207-212.) 

LIBRARY NEW 

Recent accessions likely to be of interest to members include 

301.3 	Lindahl, K.C. 

355.9Q Morling, L.F. 
711 	Buchanan, Sir C. 

726.5 	Denman, J.L 

942.09 Rogers, A. 

942.25 Bentley, J.H. 
942.25Q 

PAMPHLETS (ask at desk): 

Conservation For Survival: An Ecological 
Strategy 
Sussex Sappers 
The State of Britain (Town and Country 
Planning, past and present) 
A Short Survey of the Structural Develop-
ment of Sussex Churches 
This Was Their World: Approaches to Local 
History (B.B.C.) 
Copthorne People and Places 
Sussex Life, vol.7 ( 1 971) 

609.42 Hoare, J. & Upton, J. Sussex Industrial Archaeology: A Field 
Guide (Sussex Industrial History, noit) 

656. 	Newton, S.C. 	Rails Across The Weald (E.S.C.n.O.) 
711 ./4 	West Sussex County Council, Horsham Conservation Area 

R . H . ADDERLEY 

BOUQUET to the U.D.C. for constructing a public footpath clear of 
the traffic between Worsteds Lane and Oakleigh and a large BRICKBAT 
to whoever was responsible for erecting beside it a fence of railway 
sleepers and corrugated iron, barbaric in itself and excluding any 
view of an attractive stretch of countryside. 

FURTHER EDUCATION: The East Grinstead Further Education Institute's 
programme for 1973-4  is to include a course of lectures by Mr R.T. 
Mason on Framed Buildings. 	There is a possibility of some grcund- 
work in the summer term of 1974 to prepare for Local History Classes 
in the 74-5 session, as suggested in our last Bulletin. 	Already 16 
names have been received. 	Others will be welcomed by Mr Adderley 
at the County Branch Library (21342). 
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'PLANT A TREE IN 7:3' 

The Department of the Environment has designated 1973  the Year 
of the Tree, when tree planting will be encouraged. The first aim 
is to make an immediate impact on our surroundings and the second, 
longer-term, to make people more tree conscious. 

Although we live in an area with many trees, changes in the en-
vironment present many places where more can be planted. 	Already 
many new ones can be seen on the housing estates and about the town. 
The U.D.C. is supporting Tree Planting Year by allocating an addit-
ional £300  in the estimates for approximately 60 trees throughout 
the district. 	It is looking to local organisations for suggestions 
what to plant and where and for financial help if possible. 	This 
Society intends to make a report to the U.D.C. covering as much of 
the town as we can. 	As you go about please look out for suitable 
sites and send suggestions and comments to our Chairman (Nenthorne 
East, Ashurst Wood). 	Should you wish to offer financial help 
please indicate how much but do not send any money at present. 

In the autumn we shall have a meeting addressed by Mr W.A.T. 
(/ IngwersØn the noted local horticulturalist on tree planting and 

growing, including both trees natural to the environment of East 
Grinstead and exotic ones appropriate to the area and suitable for 
its streets and gardens. 

B.0 .THOMPSON 
TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

It has been suggested that the Committee should take up the 
question of tree preservation orders with the Local Planning Author-
ity. 	At present very few T.P.O.s are made by East Grinstead U.D.C. 
It prefers to impose conditions when planning permissions are grant-
ed: but while this controls felling after permission, it leaves an 
owner or developer free to fell before applying for permission, as 
has happened at the Hermitage to the detriment of the landscape. 

Anybody can suggest to the L.P.A. that a T.P.O. should be made. 
An order can be made to apply to any tree over 6" in diameter, ex-
cept fruit trees and those on land belonging to the Crown. 	Before 
making an order the L.P.A. must be satisfied that the trees concern- 
ed are sound and contribute materially to the local amenities. 	In 
urgent cases'instant' orders can be made, subject to confirmation 
within six months. 	There is provision for the hearing of object- 
ions to the making of an order, with appeal to the Department of the 
Environment. 	(See the Town and Country Planning Act 1962, 68 and 
71, Civic Amenities Act 1967, Trees Act 1970 and Memorandum on Pres- 
ervation of Trees and Woodlands 1966. 	A useful general guide is 
published by the Arboricultural Association at 10 n.p.) 

P.D.WOOD 

WHY? 	Once upon a time a little house in West Street was condemned 
as unfit for habitation. 	Thus denied improvement grants it could 
only he sold as a building plot, at a high price for an expensive 
new house with all its conveniences, and demolished. 	The street 
was sad with car parks and speculations already. 	The loss of an- 
other old character made it sadder. 	Why should a council condemn 
such a house? 	Ask E.G.U.D.C. or the estate agents. 	 S.PAGE 
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

SUMMER EXHIBITION 

This year the Society's Exhibition will focus on recent and fu-
ture plans for the town. 	We hope to show not only the existing 
buildings but also proposed developments. 	The Exhibition should 
provide information new to inhabitants and newcomers alike. 	With 
this in mind agents, designers, architects, schools and colleges 
will be contacted and (we hope) will submit actual or theoretical 
plans. 	Plans and photographs will be exhibited alongside Civic 
Trust Award material and a commentary in the accompanying booklet 
may offer criticisms and suggestions in a stimulating way: the visi-
tor will, we hope, leave in a more observant mood than before, 	At 
present the plan is to show the character of the existing town with 
proposals for Sub-Regional Strategies, Bypass and Town Plan in para- 
llel. 	This will continue with the plans and photographs of existing 
houses, offices and shops with notes on their success or failure to 
provide an attractive environment. 	The diagram opposite shows the 
projected lay-out. 

The Exhibition will run from Monday 23 to Saturday 28 July in 
the same premises as last year, Mr. Taylor's hail at 30 Cantelupe 
Road. 	The Sundays before and after will be devoted to preparation 
and clearing up respectively. 	Again there will be a great need for 
manpower, particularly stewards to do an hour or two each during the 
week. 	(Last year we only just had enough to keep going at times) 
Offers of help with preparation, transport and stewarding to the Ex-
hibition's begetter and organiser Mr S.Page, Millfield Farm, Har-
woods Lane (22661), from whom further information may be obtained. 
Donations towards the costs, which would otherwise be a serious 
drain on the Society's funds, may be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays 
Bank. 

Further details will be given and names of helpers taken at the 
Society's next meeting on 23 May. 

NEXT MEETING: At the last Committee meeting Mr C0WLewis expressed 
surprise at the lack of mention of the Bypass from the floor at the 
A.G.M. and at the Committee's decision that beyond holding the view 
that a bypass is definitely needed, it should not commit itself to 
any one of the proposed routes' (last Bulletin). 	He drew attention 
to the references to members' participation in the Society's declar-
ed aims and in the article 'The Function of our Bulletins' in Bulle-
tin 10 and urged that the bypass was worthy of a members' (not pub-
lic or political) meeting, for it would be sad and possibly damaging 
if the Society were open to criticism as negative on an essentially 
modern issue affecting people as well as buildings and environment. 
The Committee unanimously agreed to hold such a meeting for general 
information and free discussion (but not to formulate Society poli-
cy, which is the Committee's task) and has made arrangements for 
Wednesday 23 May, as explained in the notice enclosed. 	As at all 
our meetings opportunity will be given for members to raise from the 
floor other matters within the Society's competence. 	There will 
also be a chance to hear up-to-date details of plans for the Exhibi-
tion and for the Tree Report. 

The ANNUAL SUMMER OUTING will be held on Saturday 18 August and will 
be a visit to the excavations at Garden Hill, Colemans Hatch, which 
will then be nearing the end of their second season. 	Last year Mr 
J.H.Money the director and Mr C.F0Tebbutt with a team of volunteers 
uncovered Iron Age ramparts and a well preserved Roman bath house, 
as reported in Bulletins 9 and 11. 	This year they hope to make 
further discoveries, perhaps of the main dwelling place, and we 
shall be given a conducted tour of the excavations. 	We have been 
asked not to give details of the work in case they are published 
prematurely elsewhere, but we can be certain of a most interesting 
afternoon. 	Car parking will be available near Colemans Hatch. 
The site is reached by walking about a quarter of a mile over the 
Forest. 	Bring suitable footwear, especially if wet. 
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A FIRST LIST OF DIRECTORIES INCLUDING EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

Following the list of specifically East Grinstead directories in 
our last Bulletin we give those of wider areas which include this 
town. 	The earlier ones I have seen; details of the others are deri- 
ved from Sussex Directories 17841940:  A First List compiled by J.H. 
Farrant for the Sussex Industrial Archaeology Study Group. 	Unless 
otherwise indicated there are copies of these directories in Brighton 
Public Library. 	Other libraries are indicated as follows: 

BM 	British Museum 	 GL Guildhall Library, London 
HovePL Hove Public Library 	 HPL Hastings Public Library 
SAS 	Sussex Archaeological Society WPL Worthing Public Library 
WSCL West Sussex County Library, Chichester 

1 c.1792 The Universal British Directory, vol.3 (partly revised 1795, 
99) 

2 18114-6 Holden's Annual Directory, class 5 181 14 (BM GL), classes 1 
(BM GL), 2 & 3 (BM) 1816 

3_14 	Pigot's London & Provincial Direc tory, 1823_14*, 28 

5 183 2 -4  Pigot's London & Provincial Commercial Directory 

6 1839 Pigot's Directory of Sussex (BM GL HPL WPL) 

7 1839 Robson's Commercial Directory of London & Six Home Counties 
(GL SAS) 

8-17 	Kelly's Post Office Directory for the Six Home Counties, 
18145; 185 2  (HPL WSCL); 1855; 1859 (HPL); 1862 (HPL HovePL 
WSCL); 1866, 70, 714, 75 78 

18-36 	Kelly's Directory of Kent, Surrey & Sussex (Sussex section 
re-issued separately), 1882, 87, 90, 95, 99, 190 3 ,  05, 07, 
09, 11,  13, 15, 18, 22, 214, 27, 30, 34,  38 

37 1858 Melville's Directory & Gazetteer of Sussex 

38 1865 R.Simpson & Co's Lewes, Reigate & Redhill Directory & Court 
Guide 

39 1867 J.G.Harrod & Co's Postal & Commercial Directory of Sussex 
(SAS) 

140 1881 Deacon's Court Guide, Gazetteer & County Blue Book 

141-2 	W.T.Pike's East of Sussex Directory & Blue Book, 1886, 87 
(HPL) 

143 18914 Deacon's Sussex Court Guide & County Blue Book 

1414-7 	Bennett's Business Directory for Sussex, 1902, 03,  04, 07 

148 1905  Robinson Printing Co., Sussex Blue Book & Court Directory 
(wPL) 

149-53 	Town & County Directories, Brighton & Sussex Traders' Dir- 
ectory, 1921 24, 27 (WPL); 28; 36, 37 (WSCL) 

514 1911  H.Fox, Who's Who in Kent, Surrey & Sussex (HPL) 

55 1930-1 J.Park, Brighton, Hove & Sussex Directory 

56 1935 E.Bayles & Son, Who's Who in Sussex (HPL) 

57-60 	Aubrey & Co., Kent, Surrey & Sussex Directory, 1935, 36, 
37, 38 (BM) 

*An article The Town in 1823 by G.M.Smart in Bulletin 3 was based 
on this directory and shows the sort of information they contain. 

In our next Bulletin I hope to give a list of town guides. 
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LOCAL HISTORY NOTES AND NEWS 

J.C.STENNING'S 'NOTES ON EAST-GRINSTEAD' 

Our serial list of local references in the Sussex Archaeological 
Collections (continued below) has brought us to the first serious at-
tempt to publish something of the history of East Grinstead. Numer-
ous short pieces had appeared in County histories and national gazet-
teers but history on a parish scale was first attempted by JC.Sten-
ning with his Notes on East-Grinstead published in S.A,C., vol.20 for 
1868.(also reprinted as a separate booklet). 

In accordance with the concepts of local history in those days 
he produced what we should regard as a handful of raw materials rath- 
er than a connected history and confined his attention largely to 
manorial and ecclesiastical matters. 	However, he did cover a good 
deal of ground and noted most of his sources (unlike W.H.Hills forty 
years later who gives only one reference, and that wrong) so that his 
paper remains useful to this day. 	Exceptionally for his time he at- 
tempted a brief description of the hous and topography of his own 
day and the volume includes several pleasant engravings after Lambert 
so that topographers as well as historians can benefit. 

The paper is well worth study by anyone interested in local his-
tory: and incidentally contains a convenient if slightly inaccurate 
transcription of several Lay Subsidy lists for East Grinstead. 

'ssim 

CENTENARY GREETINGS from the town's youngest regular publication to 
its oldest, the Parish Magazine of St Swithuns Church, which first 
appeared in January 1873. 	Posterity is fortunate that the Church 
has kept bound copies for all the early years, for it contains much 
secular information, including contemporary local affairs, historical 
finds, obituaries and advertisements, as well as the ecclesiastical 
scene. 	Thus in 1873  alone we have not only a new Curate and Harvest 
Festival but bell-ringing at 6 a.m. on Ascension Day, the opening of 
Hammerwood School Chapel, 'The New Inn (a temperance' institution), 
the National School drill inspection and an accident with a threshing 
machine at Hollybush. 	Credit is due to the Rev.D,Y.Blakiston, Vicar 
1871-1908, for starting this (then) fairly new feature of Church life 
and to his successors for their time and trouble in keeping it going 

OLDER THAN THEY THOUGHT: In Bulletin 8 we noted the fiftieth anniv-
ersary of Messrs C.& H.Gasson. But now an advertisement for them as 
builders' merchants at 161 London Road has been found in the official 
town guide for 1914. 

1/ THE SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGØCAL SOCIETY's one day Conference this year will 
7 be on Saturday 6 Octber at Lewes Priory School; the theme RESCUE 

(emergency archaeological excavations). 	Details from the Society's 
secretary, Barbican House, Lewes. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Public Library on the enterprise shown in a 
series of interesting displays and especially to the WEALDEN IRON RE-
SEARCH GROUP for the latest of them, now at Haxted Watermill Museum. 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (continued) 

V01.19 (1867) p.113 Pickerings and Turners (also vol.20, p.145). 
p.163 Ogilby's description of E.G., 1675. 
p.208 Survey of Rape of Pevensey, 1649 ,  

Vol.20 (1868) pp.132-74 J.C.Stenning, Notes on East-Grinstead, 
p , 59 John StClere of E.G., late C15. 
p.232 Parks. 

Vol.21 (1869) p.54 Ecclesiastical presentations to E.G., 1352  and 
Brambletye, 1440. 
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THE CRM'LEY/GATWICK SUB-REGIONAL STUDY 

POLICY STATEMENT by THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

We accept the study's basic assumptions and the criteria used in 
deriving the strategies but think that two important factors have 
been omitted. 

1. No mention has been made of the possible build up of conurbations. 
We already have examples of this type of development in the Brighton/ 
Hove/Worthing and Reigate/Redhill areas. 	Several of the strategies 
site development between Crawley and East Grinstead and between Hay-
wards Heath and Burgess Hill which could easily end as conurbations, 
We consider this type of development should be avoided, even at the 
cost of (say) good agricultural land. 

2. The study specifically states (5 , 5) that a second new town in the 
area was considered and rejected. 	We think this should be re-evalu- 
ated because a new town would have an overall plan and be developed 
as a unit, whereas the suggested areas for population increase in all 
the strategies will be unplanned in the sense that development will 
be piecemeal, and so will development before the study takes effect 
in 1981.  	If no large new town is possible then a new type of devel- 
opment commission is required to provide comprehensive planning for 
the smaller units. 

Taking into account these (to us) very important extra factors 
we recommend 

1. Strategy F, modified by moving the development north of Horsham to 
south of Crawley and moving that south west of Horsham further away 
to provide a separate new town developed apart from Horsham with a 
proper plan but not exceeding a final population of 50 9 000, 	The de- 
velopment between Haywards Heath and Burgess Hill remains but in F it 
is smaller than in the other strategies, 

2. A :ew type of development commission to provide proper planning 
for the new 'units of population' 

3. Improving the east-west rail links by re-opening the East Grin-
stead - Three Bridges line and the line from Christ's Hospital to 
Southwater to serve the new development south west of Horsham, 

PRIVATE COMMENTS by MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 

I: From Mrs EOSTRAKER 

1. 	The Government Plan for the South East 	I consider it quite 
wrong for any part of the South East to be nominated a growth area 
while it is already disproportionately highly developed in relation 
to the rest of the country in job provision, communications, urban 
and suburban building. 

__I e------- 	 0 	 I profoundly 
disagree with 2.2, of the study, in which it is admitted that the im-
mediate future plans for gross expansion are dictated, not by the 
natural increase of Crawley, nor even by the demands of the airport, 
but to allow Crawley industries to expand and attract more populat-
ion. 	This is an unsuitable aim in an area already suffering from 
urban and village sprawl. 	Already sanctioned office and housing de- 
velopments will alter the entire character of an intimate old town 
like East Grinstead. 	The addition of about one third to the exist- 
ing population is too great to be assimilated. 

All the above object- 
ions apply, 	Additionally 

A. 	Putting the increase between Crawley and East Grinstead will 
make virtually one conurbation, since Feibridge and the bypass have 
to get into the small gap left on the plan. 
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B. If a new settlement for Crawley workers is to be made east of 
the M23 they will have a commuting problem, particularly those near-
est East Grinstead. 	At Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill and Horsham the 
railway can move them efficiently with less danger to the public and 
loss of amenities than the roads. 

C. Very high priority should be given to preserving the natural 
beauty of the forest ridges. 	It could not be kept with a mass hous- 
ing scheme. 

D. It is admitted in the study that very elaborate drainage works 
would be needed to make the area east of Crawley suitable for hous-
ing. 	It is the catchment area of the Mole and Medway, both draining 
to the Thames. 	The Mole is already liable to flooding, 	This how- 
ever, is no longer thought an insuperable barrier by the planners. 
The more elaborate the works, the more liable to go wrong and the 
results of that could be terrible. 	If such works are carried out, 
at tremendous expense to the community, what guarantees are there go-
ing to be that land speculators and building contractors do not reap 
the profits? 

II From Mr S PAGE. 	'A MATTER OF DEDICATION' 

If you pick a book off your shelf or table and open it somewhere 
between the flyleaf and the first chapter the chances are that you 
will find a short inscription by the author, a dedication to a relat-
ive, friend or pet that often gives some indication of his outlook. 
But a book without one is altogether different and makes the reader 
ask what the motive for writing was and who was the inspiration. 	So 
a book inscribed 'To my ever loving Jaguar' or 'To unit costs per 
mile' or 'For economy, with gratitude' raises more than the eyebrows. 
For a book or report is written for reading, communicating ideas one 
hopes worth printing and publishing: and if that plan is for people 
then to people it should be dedicated. 

The Crawley/Gatwick Sub-Regional Study does exactly the oppos-
ite. 	Admirable reports have flowed from authorities of all kinds 
during the last decade, many of which reflect public awareness that 
planning is more than graphical or statistical analyses of unpopulat- 
ed landscape. 	We can ask if it is possible to study a region from 
abstract or inhuman criteria and have a right to an answer beyond 
that in the local sub-regional study. 	There are six symbols for the 
criteria ,  aircraft noise a 'plane, landscape a tree, drainage a 
flooded house, agriculture a tractor, easy work access a factory, 
road access a car and rail access the British Rail sign. 	They sym- 
bolise more than intended when the seventh and eighth criteria are 
added. 	The seventh criterion is the hidden mass of planners' 
pawns, crudely denoted in the terms of the study and its alterna- 
tives 'ease of population distribution'. 	This, after all, is what 
the planners demanded in the first place, went completely unnoticed 
and was forgotten in the verbiage. 	Population dispersal can be sym- 
bolised by drawing boards with people on them or more emotionally by 
cattle trucks labelled 'County Council Use Only' but still we do not 
see a tree for the woods nor a person for the population. 

Fifteen years ago Alcan sponsored studies by Gordon Cullen that 
started from a point of view similar to the one I am advocating. A 
person with spatial and time dimensions was related to society in the 
production of a textured, sensitive environment that evades us every 
time terms of reference for government reports are laid down that ex-
elude 'human' need, 

In previous centuries physical problems were more decisive be-
cause remedies were out of control. 	This century we can move air- 
ports, drain esturies, expand and contract communications and plant 
landscapes. 	What we constantly fail to do is to locate the philoso- 
phic base for this work that would transform the environment into a 
human habitat and the Crawley/Gatwick Sub-Regional Study continues 
those false assumptions. 	Every report we open will be the same and 
the reu.1t8 equally disastrous for people until we read For our 
childcei' 	'To Maud', 'f'or people' 


